
Cities are dynamic environments shaped by the continuous 

interaction of ecological processes, human activities and 

urban form. This lecture explores the relationship between urban 

ecology and adaptability, questioning conventional approaches 

to urban development and environmental sustainability. 

Drawing on historical perspectives and contemporary urban 

design practices, it examines how cities can respond to changing 

environmental conditions, social needs and spatial demands. 

Particular attention is given to the potential of ecological thinking 

to inform urban morphology, public space and regenerative design 

strategies. The lecture encourages a critical reconsideration of cities 

as evolving systems, where adaptability becomes central to creating 

resilient urban environments.

Seminario organizzato da Elvira Nicolini e Antonella Mamì

 

 

  GIOVEDÌ 12 NOVEMBRE 2026
DIPARTIMENTO DI ARCHITETTURA
SEDE DI AGRIGENTO
UNIVERSITÀ DEGLI STUDI DI PALERMO 
AULA MAGNA, VILLA GENUARDI
VIA UGO LA MALFA, AGRIGENTO

10.30-11.00 — SALUTI
Gianfranco Tuzzolino | Presidente Polo territoriale universitario di Agrigento
Alfonso Cimino | Presidente Ordine degli Architetti di Agrigento
Domenico Armenio | Presidente Ordine degli Ingegneri di Agrigento
Tiziana Campisi | Coordinatrice CdS Architettura per il Progetto 
Sostenibile dell'Esistente
Manfredi Saeli | Coordinatore CdS in Architettura e Progetto nel Costruito
Valeria Scavone | Docente del Laboratorio di Urbanistica 

INTRODUCE E MODERA 
Elvira Nicolini | Docente del Laboratorio di Tecnologia 
del Recupero Edilizio 

11.00-13.30
ALESSIO RUSSO | Professor in Landscape Architecture
School of Architecture and Built Environment
Faculty of Engineering | Queensland University of Technology
 
ECOLOGICAL LANDSCAPE DESIGN AND SUSTAINABLE 
TECHNOLOGIES: INTEGRATING NATURE-BASED SOLUTIONS 
AND LOW-CARBON MATERIALS
PROGETTAZIONE PAESAGGISTICA ECOLOGICA E TECNOLOGIE 
SOSTENIBILI: INTEGRAZIONE DI SOLUZIONI BASATE SULLA NATURA 
E MATERIALI A BASSE EMISSIONI DI CARBONIO

14.30-17.00 
MIRKO GUARALDA | Professor in Architecture and Urban Design 
School of Architecture and Built Environment
Faculty of Engineering | Queensland University of Technology

DESIGNING WITH NATURE: URBAN ECOLOGY AND 
THE ADAPTABLE CITY 
PROGETTARE CON LA NATURA: ECOLOGIA URBANA 
E CITTÀ ADATTABILE
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